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A SECOND LETTER, &c. 


. G the multiplicity of Tracts 
which have been publiſhed. for and 
againſt The Clerical Petition, I had no Ex- 
pectation, that The Chriſtian Whig would have 
been diſtinguiſhed by a Second Edition. It too 
freely and manifeſtly militates againſt the 
Prejudices of both Parties, to be well re- 
ceived by either. However, as a Reſpe& 
for Truth, and a total Indifference as to the 
pleaſing or diſpleaſing of Parties, induced 
the Author to throw it into the World; the 
ſame Principles make him embrace with 
Pleaſure this Opportunity of appealing once 
more to the Good Senſe of the Members of 
The Houſe of Commons, upon a Subject 
not indeed connected with, yet greatly ana- 
logous to, The Petition of the Clergy; and 

B which, 
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which, it is faid, will ſpeedily be ſubmitted 
to their Deciſion, I ſpeak of the Queſtion 
which has been lately agitated in the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, relative to the Abo- 
lition of a Subſcription, which all Perſons 
are required to make, before they can be ad- 
mitted to any Degree in that Univerſity. 
Without doubt, her Siſter Oxford 1s ſhackled 
by the ſame Fetters, and pants for the ſame 
Freedom: But as I take my Ideas from 
what has been lately publiſhed upon the 
Subject, 1 will confine my Obſervations to 
Cambridge.— James J, in the Year 1613, 
ſent Letters to that Univerſity, requiring 
them not to confer the Degree of Bachelor 
of Divinity, or of Doctor in any Faculty, 
upon any perſon whatſoever, before He had 
ſubſeribed to the Three Articles contained 
in the 36th Canon. The then Senate of 
the Univerſity paſſed a Grace, beginning 
with this Preamble, «+ Placeat vobis, ut 
e juxta terorem literarum a Sereniſſimo Rege 
„ miſſarum, bac in Senatu decernatur &c.“ 
and enjoining a Subſcription to the Three 
Articles contained in the zöth Canon, as 
| an 
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an indiſpenſable Mean towards obtaining 
either of the forementioned Degrees. About 
three Vears after, when the King was at 
Newmarket, He condeſcended in Perſon, 
and afterwards by Letter, to ſignify his 
Pleaſure to the Vice-chancellor and Heads 
of Houſes, that He would have all who 
take any Degree in Schools, ſubſcribe to 
the Three Articles. — Theſe, I believe, are 
the Foundations upon which the Right of 
requiring Subſcription is built. The Cha- 
racter of James you are no Stranger to. 
You cannot be ſurprized at this Inſtance of 
his Pedantry, this injudicious Exertion of 
his Prerogative; nor can you candidly cen- 
ſure the then Senate of the Univerſity for. 
their ſupine Submiſſion to his Authority: 
The Houſes of Parliament would not have 
been leſs complaiſant. The Limits of the 
Prerogative were not then ſo circumſtan- 
tially defined, nor the Rights of Individuals 
and Corporations ſo explicitly declared, as 
at preſent.— It has lately, I underſtand, be- 
come a Queſtion, Whether the Univerſity 
has a Power inherent in its Conſtitution, 
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of aboliſhing the Subſcription impoſed by 
James? I cannot divine what the Law may 
determine in this point; but Common 
Senſe ſeems to inform me, that the preſent 
Senate of the Univerſity of Cambridge has 
as incontrovertible a Right of repealing a 
Grace, paſſed by the Senate of the Univer- 
fity in the Time of James the Firſt, as the 
preſent Legiſlature of the Kingdom has of 
annulling an Act of Parliament, enacted by 
any former Legiſlature. If a Grace acquires 
Strength, becomes ſtubborn by Time, and 
will not bend to the Power which made it ; 
Why does an Act of Parliament continue 
ſo flexible? The Univerſity, it is agreed, 
can never have a Right to infringe or re- 
ſcind any one of their Original Statutes ; 
becauſe their Statutes derive their Spirit and 
Strength from an Authority prior to the 
Exiſtence and independent of the Will of the 
Univerſity. But under this Limitation, the 
Corporate Body ſeems to have an abſolute 
Power of acting pro re natd, of altering, 
amending, abrogating any or all of the Or- 
dinances ſuperinduced on their original 


Eſta- 
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Eſtabliſhment by preceding Corporate Acts. 
Without this Power, every temporary Inſtitu- 
tion would become perpetual, would operate 
with deſtructive Vigour, when the Reaſons 
for its firſt Introduction no longer exiſted. 
If any one ſhould be diſpoſed to object, that 
the Obligation to Subſcriptjon ariſes from the 
Authority of The King's Letters, and not 
from the Grace of the Senate; He would 
run full upon the Horns of a Dilemma, 
Either the King's Letters (ſuppoſing them to 
exiſt,) derive their Authority from the Grace 
of the Senate, Or they have an Authority 
independent of that Grace. If they have an 
Authority independent of the Grace; What 
is the Import of a Placeat vobis, ut hoc de- 
« cernatur ?” If the Grace gives Energy to 
the Letters; then may the whole of that 
Energy be revoked by the ſame Authority 
which gave it. But I beg your pardon, for 
deſcending to the Sophiſms of Dialectics: 
the nice Diſtinctions and refined Subtleties 
of Argument, ſhould ever be reſerved for 
the Courts of Weſtminſter, and the Schools 
of the Univerſity, The Houſe of Commons 

will 
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will take up the Subject, upon a different 
Ground. It will be no Concern of the Le- 
giſlature, Whether the Univerſities have, or 
have not, the Power to make the Altera- 
tion ; but, Whether the Alteration itſelf 
be wanted. 


I have no Intention to affront you, Sir, 
in ſuppoſing you unacquainted with the 
Articles in Queſtion, Your Ignorance of 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons is excuſable. Suffer 
me to take the Liberty of hinting to you 
the Subſtance of thoſe Three Articles, to 
which all perſons, deſigning to become 
Graduates, are required a * ex 
animo to ſubſcribe, 


Taz Firſt relates to The King's Supre- 
macy. No one but a Papiſt will refuſe his 
Aſſent to that. 


Tux Second affirms, that the Book of 
Common Prayer, and of ordering of Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons, contains in it nothing 


2 to the Word of God. — So far Lay- 
ſub- 
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ſubſcribers are affected; for Laymen (thanks 
to the Reformation ) are permitted to read 
their Bibles. And farther it requires the 
Subſcriber himſelf to uſe the Form in the 
ſaid Book preſcribed, in Public Prayer and 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments.— This 
touches the Clergy in particular; and but 
ſlightly: for he lacks the Modeſty becom- 
ing an Individual, who, after affenting to 
the former part of this Article, quarrels 
with the latter, becauſe it may chance that 
a few Ceremonies, in their own Nature in- 
different, and of no Moral Tendency, are 
not adapted to his particular Fancy. 


Tun Third Article requires the Candi- 
dates for Degrees, to acknowledge all and 
every of the Thirty-nine Articles agreed 
upon by the Archbiſhops, &c. in the year 
1.562, to be agreeable to the Word of 
God. 


If you are a Graduate, Sir, you have 
{ubſcribed theſe Articles: Vet may not this 
Information concerning the Subſtance of 
them 
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them be impertinent, even to you. It may 
be, that you looked upon Subſcription, as 
one of the Ceremonies neceſſary for your 
Admiſſion to your Degree; it may be, that 
you ſubſcribed to you knew not what, with 
filial Reverence fairly preſuming that your 
Alma Mater could have no propenſity to take 
advantage of your Youth, by making an im- 
proper Requiſition. I can hope as piouſly 
as any: body, that No one ever gave his 
Aſſent to what He had never read, perhaps 
never heard of; but I appeal at once to the 
Heart of every Graduate in the Houſe of 
Commons, for the truth of my Conjecture, 
and reſt the matter upon that Iſſue. With- 
out doubt, you are beginning to accuſe the 
Tutors and Profeſſors, of a very culpable 
Negligence, in not explaining to the Under- 
graduates, the Liturgy and Articles of the 
Church of England, before they take their 
Firſt Degree in Arts. But ſtop a Moment. 
Be not overhaſty in cenſuring Men of Inte- 
grity and Ability, who preſide over the 
Education of the Britiſh Youth. Tell me, 
Would not you think your Son's time much. 
5 miſem- 
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eaiſemployed, in attending to Lectures upon 
ſuch abſtruſe Subjects, at ſo early a time of 
Life? Would you chooſe to receive him from 
the Univerſity, armed with the Artillery of 
a pedantic Theologue 3 or furniſhed with 
that General Kind of Knowledge, which fits 
him for every Profeſſion, and adorns the 
Character of a Gentleman But I will not 
offend you, by expatiating upon this Sub- 
| I know your Sentiments : Your heart 
recoils with Indignation, at the thoughts of 
haying the moſt important years of your 
Son's Life frittered away in Studies, which 
have no Tendency to make him either an 
uſeful Member to the Community, or an 
Ornament to his Family; and which be- 
come none but thoſe, who ſeek for Chriſti- 
anity jn the Determinations of Councils, 
and hq think that Religion conſiſts in Spe- 
eulation, And if you would not have the 
Youth af the Kingdom occupied in ſuch 
Labours, you cannot wiſh to have them 
compelled to ſuch Subſcriptions. Not that 
Jam of the ſame opinion with thoſe who 


eſteem a Man guilty of a terrible Breach of 
C moral 
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moral Honeſty, who profeſſes an Aſſent to 
Articles which he has not ſtudiouſfly ex- 
amined. I am aware of the Interpretation, 
which may be put upon this Doctrine: But 
where no Injury is done to Individuals, 
where the Heart is not corrupted, nor the 
Example of pernicious Conſequence, where 
no perſon is impoſed upon, where thoſe be- 
fore whom -the aflent is made, and the Le- 
giſlature for whoſe benefit it is made, tho- 
roughly underſtand the Quality and Degree 
of the Aﬀent which is given, I do not ap- 
prehend that any Moral Turpitude can be 
laid to the charge of Subſcribers. Pufendorf 
obſerves, © in juramentis ſenſum totius orali- 
„nis valere, prout capere ſe illum profitetur 
« 1s, qui juramentum defert, ſeu cui juratur.” 
And he ſubjoins the Reaſon : «© hujus enim 
& præcipuè, non jurantis cauſd, juramentum 
% prœſtatur. And it ſeems to me that this. 
Principle is well-founded ; and may be a 
great Relief, not only to Subſcribers 'to 
Articles, but to Public Magiſtrates, Mem- 
bers of Corporations and Univerſities, -and. 
all thoſe who, in conforming to an ancient, 
2 F Præ- 
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Præſeript, enter into Engagements, by 
Oaths or otherwiſe, which the Change of 


Times makes it impoſſible for them to per 


form, and which in fact no Individual ex- 
pects them to perform. It were to be wiſhed, 
that ſuch Obligations wete not impoſed, 
whenever the Performance is not expected: 
But I am not inclined to. accuſe every one 
of Perjury or Hypocriſy, as devoid of In- 
tegrity and Honour, whofe Lot it is to ſub- 
mit to them. 


I take my leave with a word or two upon 
the Subject of my former Addreſs— I neither 
deplore the Fate of the Petition, nor ex- 
ult with illiberal triumph at the Deciſion 
of your Houſe. My Opinion of the Peti- 
tioners, and of their Cauſe, is not at all 
changed by the Event of their Application: 
Succeſs would not have made me commend 
as wiſely calculated, the Means which they 
judged conducive to their End; nor will 
want of it make me condemn the Deſign 
which they openly and honourably profeſſed. 
Without pretending to much Knowledge of 
human Nature, I had from the firſt a 

C 2 ſtrong 
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ſtrong Preſentiment of, what has happened; 
and without being poſſeſſed either of Second- 
ſight or much Foreſight, I foretell that ſome 
Relief will be granted; that The Biſhops, 
to a Man, will think themſelves called upon 
by the Circumſtances of the Times, to for- 
ward a Reformation, to reviſe both the 
Articles and Liturgy of the Church. They 
will not, it ſeems, be invited to this Work 
by the Aſſociation at The Feathers; the Pe- 
titioners will not ſollicit the Interpoſition of 
The Biſhops. What then? Muſt it be ſup- 
poſed, that they will avail themſelves of the 
Prejudice of an Aſſociation, or of the De- 
cifion of The Houſe, of Commons, as, an 
Excuſe for not interfering in a Matter more 
peculiarly belonging to their Care: Muſt it 
be believed, that they permitted an injudi- 
cious neglect, — put it, a deſigned Aﬀront,— 
to warp their judgments againſt the Truth? 
The Eyes of Laity, and Clergy, of England, 
and of Europe, are fixed, with impatient 
Expectation, upon The Bench of Biſhops. 
If there is one Spiritual Lord in the pre- 
ſent Parliament, who thinks that no Re- 
| formation 
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formation is wanted, who believes that 
dvery thing in our Liturgy and Articles 
is agreeable to the Word of God, and cal- 
culated to promote Chriſtian Edification/ 
amongſt the thinking: part: of the Laity” 
aſſembled in our Churches; Let: all 
thoughts of Innovation be laid aſide, even 
for that Qne's Sake. Let the Laity' ſtill 
continue: to think of Religion with diſguſt, 
to ſpeak. of it with contempt; let them ſtill 
miſtake for the. beautiful and unadorned: 
Figure of genuine: Chriſtianity, a motleys 
Monſter of Bigotry and Superſtition, a Scare- 
crow: of Shreds and Patches, dreſſed up of 
old by Philoſophers and Popes, to amuſe 

the Speculative and to affright the Ignorant; 

but whieh is now become a Butt of Scorn, 

againſt. which every unfledged Witling of 
the Age eſſays his wanton Efforts, and be- 
fore he has learned his Catechiſm is fixed 
an Iuſidel for Life. This, I am perſunded, 
is: too frequently the Caſe; for I have had 
too frequent Opportunities to obſerve it. 

Lhave ever heatd the Scoffs of Unbelievers 
directed againſt the Trappings of Religion, 

1 againſt 
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againſt the meretricious Ornaments, by 
which the Colluſion of Prieſts, and the 
Infanity of Enthuſiaſts, have polluted the 
Chaſtity and Simplicity of our Faith. Give 
us for our Belief, Chriſtianity as delivered 
in the Word of God: Give us for our Spi- 
ritual Edification, an Eſtabliſhed Church, 
in which. there is nothing to affront the 
firſt Suggeſtions of Common Senſe. Ex- 
punge from the Ritual of our Worſhip, the 
abſurd Pretenſions of the Church of Rome, 
and thereby ſpare the Bluſhes of every Mi- 
niſter in our Own : let us not be more tena- 
cious of the deſpondent Doctrines of Calvin, 
than the Church of Geneva itſelf. 


Ir is not, Sir, for your Sake, it is not 
for my own, that I am thus importunate 
with the Biſhops; thinking Men will ever 
take the Liberty of winnowing the Chaff 
from the Corn; but it is for the Sake of 
thouſands who cannot think; who cannot, 
through the Veil of human Ordinances, 
diſtinguiſh the Beauty of Holineſs; who, 
taking ſome rotten Excreſcence for the na- 

1 tural 
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tural Fruit of Chriſtianity, ſpurn with Ab- 
horrence the Stock upon which it grew. 
But I mean not to encourage in others, or 
generate in myſelf, any Suſpicion that the 
Biſhops are either unacquainted with- this 
Evil, or unwilling to remove it; much leſs 
would I be thought ſo prefumptuous as to 
inſtruct their Lordſhips. They will pardon 
me that I am as anxious as themſelves for 
the Honour of The Church of England, of 
which I am a Member; and as ſollicitous 
for the Purity of that Goſpel, on the Truth 
of which I found all my Expectations of 
another Life. Leaving them, however, to 
their own Wiſdom, to the Opinion which 
the World juſtly entertains of their Integrity 
and Zeal for the Religion of their Maſter ; 
I conclude, with expreſſing my Satisfaction 
at the manner in which the Petition was 
undoubtedly treated by The Honourable 
Houſe. Its Merits were deliberately con- 
fidered, intelligently diſcuſſed, impartially 
determined. Nor could any one expect the 
contrary: For it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
the Commons of England, in their collec- 

tive 
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tive Legiſlative Capacity, would either be 
blind to Truth, afraid of its Conſequences, 
inattentive to the Religion of their Country, 
or influenced by any worldly Motives in the 
Deciſion of a Queſtion effentially reſpecting 
the Intereſt of Chriſtianity. Conſidered as 
Individuals, I have the honour to know 
many. have heard of more, hope there 
are hundreds in the Houſe, who upon all 
Occaſions think for Themſelves, and are 
never languid in the Cauſe of Liberty, 
Religious Liberty, indeed, was the Thing 
contended for: But he is no Whig in Prin- 
ciple, who does not wiſh to ſee it prevail 
univerſally. It ſhould not be conſidered, 
what Profeſſion of Men apply for Relief; 
but, whether their Requeſt be reaſonable, 
whether it can be granted with Safety to the 


State. 


1 have the Honour to be, &c. 


A CHRISTIAN WHIG. 


* 


* 


Thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of The Chriſtian Whig's 
Firſt Letter, are requeſted to correct the following 


Errata: 


P. L. 

14+ 6, from bottom, read, Whoever profeſſes to believe 
the Canonical Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, virtually profeſſes to believe, that Jeſus 
Chriſt &c, 

19. 13. they will ever remain bound 

35. 17. producing Paroxyſms dangerous 


